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History and a Box Office
The importance of Spektrix to preserve historic stories



Welcome and Nice to Meet You….

- Travis Whitlock (he/him), General Manager

- Chicagoan since 2007

- Chicago Humanities Festival
Grant Park Music Association 
Chicago Sinfonietta
Lyric Opera
Lollapalooza 

- Certified

- PMP

- CSSGB

- CSM

- CSPO 

- Opera, Live Performance, Operations



The Fine Arts Building

- Building constructed in 1885 as the Studebaker 
Carriage Company assembly and showroom

- In 1898, the building is renovated into a home 
for artist and musician studios, and the Fine 
Arts Building is founded

- Home to the Studebaker Theater and 10 stories 
of creative studios



The Studebaker Theater

- 1898: The Studebakers transformed their showroom into 
the 1,550-seat Studebaker Theater, which presents classical 
music, opera, and vaudeville in its early years.

- 1917 - 1950: The Shubert Organization takes over the lease 
and the Studebaker receives major reconstruction to host 
plays and musicals.

- 1950 - 1955: The Studebaker is used as live television 
studios for NBC.

- 1957 - 1982: The Studebaker is operated by the Nederlander 
organization, hosting touring productions.

- 1982 - 2000: The Studebaker is converted into a cinema 
complex showing mostly art and independent films.

- 2000 - 2015: The Studebaker sits dormant for 15 years.

- 2021: Renovations to reopen the Studebaker begin.



Then….



Now…



Studebaker Theater Renovation: Then…

Visit the installation on the 5th floor…



Studebaker Theater Renovation: Now…



Context

New Theater Operation

New Staff

Mixed Audience

New Box Office

New Audience

New Data

Outcomes



Decisions Reports Allow



Event Sales 
Report

Helps measure that 
our fee structure is 
successful

Helps project 
anticipated revenue 
and a monetary 
value of our events 

Helps evaluate 3rd 
party performance 
and control 
accessibility 
accommodations 



Event Sales Report_Instance

We are able to catalogue historical data 
about fees and assess the performance 
of our rental rates.



Enjoy the Building!
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